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SUMMARY  

Ruskin Bond is a famous Indian writer. ‘The Thief’s Story’ is one of his well-known stories. In this 

story, the writer shows how the reformation of a criminal is best achieved through love and 

understanding rather than punishment. 

 

Hari Singh was a young boy of fifteen. But he was a thief and a cheat. At a wrestling match, he came 

across Anil. He won Anil’s confidence and came to his house as a servant. 

Anil was a writer and did not earn much. So, Hari Singh agreed to work for him only for food. Hari 

Singh did not know how to cook. The first meal which he cooked for Anil was so bad that Anil threw 

it to the dogs. But Hari’s appealing smile made Anil give up his decision to turn him out. 

 

Hari Singh did odd jobs for Anil. In the morning he made tea and then brought the day’s supplies 

from the market. Often he made a profit of a rupee a day out of these purchases. 

Anil had no regular income. He earned something by writing articles and stories for magazines. But 

one day Anil came home with a bundle of notes. He told Hari that he had earned six hundred rupees 

by selling one of his books. Hari’s mouth watered at the sight of money. He decided to steal that 

money. Anil kept the bundle under his mattress and went to sleep. 

 

Now Hari Singh went into the room and silently took the money under the mattress. He went to the 

railway station to catch the train to Lucknow. But he missed the train and walked in the bazaars. 

Soon it started raining and Hari was drenched completely. 

 

Then Hari Singh remembered Anil. He imagined how sad Anil would be on finding the money 

stolen. Hari remembered that Anil used to teach him. He thought that without the education he would 

remain a thief. But education might make him a great person. So, he decided to return and replace 

the money. He reached home and silently put the money back under the mattress. 

 

The next morning, Anil gave Hari a 50 rupee note. The note was still wet. Hari thought that his crime 

had been discovered. But Anil told him that he had earned something. Now he would pay Hari Singh 

regularly. 

 

 

I. Read the extracts given below and answer the questions: 

     1. “I could come and go as I pleased. He was the most trusting person I had ever met”. 

(a) Other than the freedom of moment what else does the speaker feel happy about? 

 (b) What does the speaker mean by ‘most trusting person’? 

(c) Who is the speaker speaking about? 

(d) What character traits of the master does this line reveal? 
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2.He took me to his room over the Jumna Sweet Shop and told me I could sleep on the balcony. 

But the meal I cooked that night must have been terrible because Anil gave it to a stray dog 

and told me to off.But I just hung around, smiling in my most appealing way, and he couldn’t 

help laughing. 

(a) What does ‘I’ refer to? 

(b) Where did Anil take him? 

(c) How did Anil react when Hari cooked a bad meal? 

 (d) How did Hari respond to his reaction? 

 

3. Well, it’s time I did some real work, I told myself, and I’m out of practice. And if I don’t 

take the money, he’ll only waste it on his friends. After all, he doesn’t even pay me. 

(a) What did he tell himself? 

(b) Why did Hari decide to steal? 

(c) Does Anil pay Hari a regular salary? 

(d) What justification does Hari Singh give for stealing Anil’s money? 

 

                                     

II. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words: 

1. Who is ‘I’ in this story? Why did he change his name every month? 

2. Why did Hari Singh feel bad after stealing the money? 

3. What made him come back to Anil? 

4. What made him think that he could live like an oil-rich Arab for some time? 

5. Why did Hari Singh choose Anil to be his next victim? 

 

III. Answer the following questions in 100-120 words: 

1. Anil plays a major role in the transformation of Hari Singh. Comment on the statement by 

highlighting the values possessed by Anil which touched Hari’s heart and made him return to 

his honest ways of earning his livelihood.  

2. Who was Anil? How did he treat Hari Singh and how did it influence Hari’s life? 

 


